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HOW THE NEW MOVEMENT FOE COLLEGE BIBLE STUDY 
MIGHT UTILIZE THE CHAPEL READINGS. 

By Wilbue F. Cbafts, D. D., 

New York City. 



As the importance of a thorough study of the whole English Bible by every 
one who takes a full course in any Christian seminary or college becomes appar- 
ent, the chapel exercises, without becoming less devotional, will be made to con- 
tribute more largely than they now do to a knowledge of what the whole Bible 
teaches. 

To the inquiry, " Do you know of any college or school of any kind (except 
the Sabbath-school) in which substantially the whole Bible is read connectedly in 
the daily chapel exercises of a year or series of years ?" President Fairchild, of 
Berea, Ky., responds, that in that institution " selections are made by a commit- 
tee every term with the design of giving the main portions of the whole in a series 
of years." Vice-chancellor MacCracken, of the University of New York, reports 
that the Bible is "read connectedly " by him in the chapel exercises. President 
Evans, of Beloit, writes that it is his purpose to "lay out a series of readings for 
the daily chapel exercises, which shall, in a term of years, substantially be a con- 
nected course in the Bible as a whole." Such a course of readings, it is to be 
hoped, will be so arranged that there will be time for brief comments, carefully 
prepared and condensed, in order to make the readings understood and felt. A 
few minutes more of each college day devoted to the chief text-book of theism, 
of Christian civilization, of morals, of literature, even if it cut off a few minutes 
per day from pagan curiosities of literature, would cause no real loss to the stu- 
dent or to the nation. 

Out of twenty college presidents who reply to the foregoing question, the 
three just quoted are the only ones who even know of any comprehensive plan of 
Bible reading being pursued or contemplated in the chapel exercises of any col- 
lege. In some cases it is stated that only the New Testament is used ; but I do 
not find any instances where even that is consecutively and completely read dur- 
ing a year or a course. In many cases the student hears the thirteenth of Eirst 
Corinthians, and certain chapters in Matthew and Komans, every term, but is left 
to infer, from the scanty selections made from the Old Testament, that when 
Paul said that all Scripture is " profitable for instruction in righteousness," he 
could not have meant to include any part of the Old Testament except Psalms 
and Proverbs. The student gets no conception of the progress of revelation, be- 
cause the chapel reading does not progress, but only flits about on a few favorite 
boughs. 

Theological seminaries have been prodded sharply and often during recent 
years because their graduates, in the language of the Independent, "do not seem to be 
as familiar with the Word of God as they ought to be." So much time is given to 
speculative theology that the students have not had time enough to become thor- 
oughly familiar with the English Bible. Such institutions surely might spare a 
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full half hour per day for chapel exercises, and in that half hour should have the 
entire Bible read during each student's "course," and each reading concisely 
explained. " The next time you sit with an ordaining body, suppose you hand 
the candidate a Bible, designate a succession of important passages, and ask him 
to unfold their sure meaning, and indicate their leading teachings. Let a method 
like that be generally pursued, and it strikes me the seminaries will soon feel and 
acknowledge its influence." 

As in home Bible study, so in college Bible study, we must turn to the mission 
stations for the best examples. I find no plan of Bible reading and study in the 
schedules of any American college that wiU compare, except unfavorably, with 
the description by Rev. Geo. T. Washburn in the September Missionary Herald 
of the Bible work in the Pasumalai Institution of India. " One of our objects," 
he says, " is to secure a thorough familiarity with all parts of the Bible, to have 
it read through in private by every student several times during his stay in school, 
and to have the chief parts studied and read in public, and so bring all the Bible, 
as far as possible, before the students every year. To this end twenty minutes 
private Bible reading is required from all. The regular class study of the Script- 
ures includes all the historical books of the Bible, with selections from the Prophets 
and the Epistles. The daily readings at morning prayers are so arranged as to 
include all the books not studied in the classes ; and thus one, in tlie course of his 
student life here, has all the Bible publicly brought under his attention many 
times." 



